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ature and should be read by all interested in the genesis and 
growth of a system that is a fundamental factor of our jurispru- 
dence. 

Shipmaris Common Law Pleading. By Benjamin J. Shipman. 
One volume. 8 vo. 370 pages. Price, $3.75 net. West Pub- 
lishing Co. , St. Paul. 

Since our last issue the third text-book in the Horn-book 
Series has been given the public under the above title. Like its 
two predecessors, "Norton on Bills and Notes," and "Clark's 
Criminal Law, " it possesses the admirable feature of having the 
principles and leading rules of common law pleading formulated 
in black letter paragraphs, which are followed by the author's 
comments or amplifications in lighter type. This arrangement is 
one of the distinctive features of the Horn-book Series, and 
materially aids the student in his search for, and his acquisition of, 
the fundamental principles of the subject he is studying. In most 
States the common law system of pleading, with its subtle tech- 
nicalities, excessive refinements and confusing complexities has 
been superseded by a system of code pleading, especially designed 
to bring the facts in controversy to an issue, with the utmost sim- 
plicity and certainty. So many rules of the former system 
remain, however, or have left so marked an influence on the rules 
of the present system, that a knowledge of common law pleading 
is essential to a thorough understanding of either equity or code 
pleading. To bring these important rules and fundamental prin- 
ciples into a more concise and convenient form for the use of law 
students, than the clearly written but elaborately detailed works of 
Chitty, Gould and Stephen, Mr. Shipman has written this admir- 
able book. He has confined himself strictly to those rules and 
principles of common law pleading, that are still recognized and 
applied in this country, and to those rules that, though obsolete, 
are the foundation of the present method in use, and he has given 
special prominence to those rules whose principles are noticeably 
applied in pleading under the code. The arrangement of the 
work is admirable. The first chapter gives a general view of the 
principles and essentials of the different common-law actions ; the 
second conveys a definite and clear idea of what may take place 
in the regular course of a trial ; the third gives an outline of the 
principal rules relating to parties ; and the seven subsequent chap- 
ters are devoted to rules of pleading, with such explanations of 
the reason or principle of each as seems necessary. The book is 
clearly and succinctly written and should be of great value to law 
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students, for whom it was especially designed. The binding and 
typography are of a high degree of excellence. Accompanying 
each volume is a pamphlet containing quiz questions for the use 
of students. 

A Study of the Money Question. By Hugo Bilgram. Paper. 56 
pages. Price 15 cents. The Humboldt Publishing Co., New 
York. 

The money question has been in the past, is to-day, and prob- 
ably will be in the future, a subject of profound study and discus- 
sion. As the waves of trade depression which sweep over this 
country are invariably preceded by a stringent money market, 
Mr. Bilgram holds it a strong indication that our monetary sys- 
tem is partially at fault. In this little pamphlet he points out the 
weaknesses of the present system, with its unnatural restriction 
upon the amount of money that can be circulated, and outlines 
what he regards as a practical solution of the money problem. 
Instead of having the government issue gold certificates, treasury 
notes and greenbacks with the promise of redemption on demand, 
which require for their redemption the locking up of hundreds of 
millions of dollars worth of gold, and which restrict the amount of 
money issued to only three or four times the value of the gold 
held in reserve, he would have the government issue notes, with 
promise of redemption on time notice. This would enable the 
government to procure at the required time the gold demanded, 
instead of compelling it to keep on hand an indefinite amount in 
readiness for an indefinite time. Under such a monetary system 
the vast sums of gold that are at present withdrawn, would be in 
circulation and assist in preventing a money stringency. The 
author's plan is based upon a system of credit money as opposed 
to the present system of volume money, and is worthy the careful 
study of every student who wishes to be in touch with one of the 
most important questions of the day. The subject is discussed 
candidly, clearly and forcibly, and its strong presentation shows 
much study and close analysis on the part of the author. 



